
GIVE TO SCA F FOLD ERECTOR & USER OR POST ON JOB CODE OF SAFE PRAC T I C E S

FOR ERECTING & DISMANTLING OF VERT I CAL SHORING DEVELOPED FOR THE INDUST RY BY THE

S c a ffold Indust ry Association, Inc. (SIA) And The Scaffold, Shoring & Fo rming Inst i t u te (SSFI)

It shall be the responsibility of all emp l oye rs and users to read and comp ly with fo l l owing common sense guidelines which are designed to pro m ote safety in

the erection, dismantling and use of ve rtical shoring.  These guidelines are not all inclusive nor do th ey supplant or replace other additional safety and

p re c a u t i o n a ry measures to cover usual or unusual conditions.  If these guidelines conflict in any way with ant sta te, local, provincial or fe d e ra l

g ove rnm e n tal sta t u te or regulation, said sta t u te or regulation shall supersede these guidelines and it shall be the responsibility of each user to comp ly

th e rew i th and also to be knowl e d ge a b l e .

I. GENERAL GUIDELINES.

A. POST THESE SHORING SA F E TY GUIDELINES in a conspicuous place and be sure that all persons who erect, dismantle or use shoring are 

awa re of them in Tool Box Safety meet i n g s .

B. FOLLOW ALL STATE, LO CAL AND FEDERAL CODES, ORDINA NCES AND REGULATIONS pertaining shori n g .

C. SURVEY THE JOB SITE.  A survey shall be made of the job site by a comp etent person for hazards, such as untapped earth fills, ditches, debri s ,

high tension wires, unguarded openings, and other hazardous conditions.  These conditions should be corre c te d .

D. PLAN SHORING ERECTION SEQUENCE in advance and obtain necessary access equipment to accomplish the wo rk

E. INSPECT ALL EQUIPMENT BEFORE USING.  Never use any equipment that is damaged or defe c t i ve on any way.  Mark it or tag it as 

d e fe c t i ve.  Then re m ove it from the jobsite .

F. A SHORING DRAW I NG, consistent with the shoring manufa c t u re r ’s recommended safe wo rking loads, shall be pre p a red by a qu a l i fied 

p e rson (or pro fessional engineer where re qu i red) and used on the job site all times.

G. ERECT, DISMANTLE OR ALTER SHORING only under the supervision of a qu a l i fied pers o n .

H. DO NOT ABUSE OR MISUSE THE SHORING EQUIPMENT.

I.  INSPECT ERECTED SHORING: (a) immediate ly prior to concrete placement; (b) during concrete placement; (c) while vibrating concrete, 

and (d) after concrete placement until concrete is set .

J. NEVER TAKE CH A NCES IF IN DOUBT REGA R D I NG THE SA F E TY OR USE OF THE SHORING, CO N S U LT YOUR 

S H O R I NG SUPPLIER.

K. USE SHORING EQUIPMENT only for the purposes or in ways for which it was intended.  Use proper tools when installing equ i p m e n t .

L. ERECTING AND DISMANTLING OF SHORING re qu i res good physical condition.   Do not wo rk on shoring if you feel dizzy, unsteady in any

way or are imp a i red in any way by drugs or any other substa n c e .

II. GUIDELINES FOR ERECTION AND USE OF SHORING

A. PROVIDE AND MAINTAIN A SOLID FOOT I NG.  The sills or cribbing for shoring shall be sound, rigid and capable of carrying the 

maximum  designed load without setting or mov i n g .

B . A LWAYS USE BA S E P LATES.  When sills or cribbing are used, base plates must be cente red on th e m .

C. ADJ U ST I NG SCREWS SHALL BE USED to adjust to uneven grade conditions.  Maintain all screw adjustments within the recommended 

height for the design load.

D. PLUMB AND LEVEL ALL SHORING FRAMES AND SINGLE POST SHORES as the erection proceeds.  DO NOT fo rce  braces on frames.  

L evel the shoring towe rs until proper fit can be made.  Maintain all shoring towe rs plumb and leve l .

E. MAINTAIN THE SHORE FRAME SPAC I NGS AND TOWER HEIGHTS as shown on the shoring drawing.  Where job site conditions re qu i re 

d eviations from the shoring drawing, consult a qu a l i fied pers o n .

F. SINGLE POST SHORES SHALL BE STABILIZED IN TWO DIRECTIONS.   Bracing shall be installed as the shores are being ere c te d .

G. SINGLE POST SHORES MORE THAN ONE TIER HIGH shall NOT be made during concrete placement.

I. IF MOTORIZED CO NCRETE EQUIPMENT is to be used , be sure that the shoring layout has been designed for use with this equipment and 

so noted on the layout, or draw i n g .

J. USE CAUTION WHEN ERECTING FREE-STA N D I NG TOWERS.  Prevent tipping by guying or bracing when height exceeds 4 times the 

minimum base dimension and at lesser heights when stability is a concern .

K. GIVE SPECIAL CO N S I D E R ATION TO TEMPORARY LOA D I NG. Areas where re - b a r, mate rial or equipment is to be sto red te mp o ra ri ly may need

to be st re n g thened to meet these loads.

L. DO NOT CLIMB CROSS BRAC E S .

M. USE SPECIAL PRECAUTIONS when shoring from or to sloped surfaces. 

N. SHORING LOADS ARE INTENDED TO BE CARRIED BY VERT I CAL LEGS.  Loading of hori z o n tal members may re qu i re special considera t i o n .

Consult your shoring supplier for allowable loads on hori z o n tal members .

O. AVOID ECCENTRIC (OFF CENTER) LOADS on U-Heads, top plates and similar members by cente ring st ri n ger loads on those members .

III. GUIDELINES FOR DISMANTLING SHORING 

A. DO NOT REMOVE BRACES OR BACK OFF ON ADJ U STMENT SCREWS OR POST SHORES until proper  auth o rity is given.  

B. DISMANTLED EQUIPMENT  should  be sto ckpiled in a planned manner and dist ri b u ted to avoid concentra ted loads on the part i a l ly 

c u red conc rete .

C. USE PROPER ACCESS EQUIPMENT in the dismantling pro c e s s .

I V. RESHORING PROCEDURE should be approved by a qu a l i fied engineer. 



GIVE TO SCA F FOLD ERECTOR & USER OR POST ON JOB CODE OF SAFE PRACTICES FOR MINIMUM GUIDELINES

FOR SELECTION, VISUAL INSPECTION AND USE OF WOOD SCA F FOLD PLANK DEVELOPED FOR THE INDUST RY BY THE 

S c a ffold Indust ry Association, Inc. (SIA) And The Scaffold, Shoring & Fo rming Inst i t u te (SSFI) 

It shall be the responsibility of all emp l oye rs and users to read and comp ly with the fo l l owing common sense guidelines which are designed to pro m ote

s a fety in the use of wood scaffold planks. These guidelines are not all-inclusive nor do th ey supplant or replace other additional safety and pre c a u t i o na ry

m e a s u res to cover usual or unusual conditions.  If these guidelines conflict in any way with any sta te, local, provincial or fe d e ral sta t u te or gove rn m e n ta l

regulation, said sta t u te or regulation shall supersede these guidelines and it shall be the responsibility of each user to comp ly th e rew i th .

Wood scaffold planks are critical element of any pro p e rly ere c ted scaffold st ru c t u re because th ey are the surface upon which a wo rker will stand at an

e l eva ted location.  Wood by its ve ry nature cannot to l e ra te abuse.  Care must be exe rcised when handling and using wood planks to avoid damage .

In addition, fre quent visual inspections will reduce the risk of using damaged planks.  The fo l l owing are ge n e ral guidelines and it shall be

the re s p o n s ibility of each user to comp ly th e rew i th .

A. SELECTION

1. Some fa c to rs affecting selection of planks are (a) type of wo rk to be perfo rmed, (b) env i ro n m e n tal fa c to rs, (c) loads that will be imposed on th e

p l a n ks, and (d) spans on which  the planks will be used.

2. When selecting solid sawn scaffold planks be sure th ey are “ scaffold grade plank” and are cert i fied by , or bear the grade sta mp of , a 

grading agency approved by the American Lumber Sta n d a rds Committee at the time of initial purch a s e .

B. VISUAL INSPECTION 

1. Inspect all scaffold planks befo re and after each use , or more fre qu e n t ly If exposed to hostile env i ronments or over loading.

2. Planks that have been damaged or have dete ri o ra ted due to insects, decay, or chemical atta ck, shall be REMOVE FROM USE with the 

fo l l owing exc e p t i o n s :

a. Not ched planks, or those containing saw ke rfs or cra cks, may be cut back to shorter lengths to eliminate the hazard .

b. Scaffold planks that contain end splits are not necessari ly we a kened.  Planks with end splits may be contained or re i n fo rced by banding or 

rodding.  Re fer to OSHA Dire c t i ve No. 10 0 - 84 , 3 ( c ) .

C. USE

1. Use solid sawn scaffold grade planks in accordance with rules of the grading auth o rity applicable to the particular plank you are using and in 

a c c o rdance with the current edition of ANSI A10 . 8

2. Use manufa c t u red wood scaffold planks in accordance with the load and span tables published by the manufa c t u re r.

3. Fo l l ow the “design and use “ guidelines set fo rth in the current edition of ANSI A10.8 and applicable fe d e ral, sta te, provincial and local sta n d a rd s .

Since field conditions va ry, beyond the control of the Scaffold Indust ry Association, safe and proper use of wood scaffold planks shall be

the sole re s p o nsibility of the emp l oyer and user.  If a scaffold plank shows signs of damage, or if the plank has been subject to conditions that might

h ave caused damage, and after careful inspection you are still in doubt about its st re n g th, DON’T USE IT!


